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2010 Concerto Competition Award Recipients  

In Performance  

 

 The presentation for the February 24 meeting will feature 

student recipients of awards from the NVMTA 2010 Concerto 
Competitions for Piano, Strings and Woodwinds.  This is an im-

portant event on the NVMTA calendar and an opportunity to ac-
knowledge and celebrate the work and achievements of many 

fine NVMTA teachers and their students.  Members who annually 
attend this recital are inspired by the dedication of the perform-

ers and the excellence of the performances.  

  

Program for the April 

28 meeting:  
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NVMTA TEACHER 

REFERRAL LISTING  

Please fill out the form 

at nvmta.org , and 
send your $35 check 

payable to NVMTA, to 
Peggy McNulty, 1209 
Stable Gate Ct., 

McLean, Va.   22102.    

Your listing is good for 

one year and itôs up to 
you to check to renew 

your listing every 
year.   For questions, 
please contact 
Peggy.McNulty@verizon.net  

  

 

New Student Performance Information Form  

Program director Robert Kelley has created a Student Perform-

ance Information Form to be completed by each recital partici-

pant.  This form ensures that the program notes reflect complete 

and accurate information about the performers and the works to 

be performed.  

Robert Kelley will  contact the chair of each competition to dis-

tribute the form to this yearôs award recipients.  In order to be 

included in the program, each participant must email the com-

pleted form to Robert Kelley at (kmlea@verizon.net) no later 

than February 20.   
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Student Excellence Awards Renamed to Honor Judy Leonard  

 Student Excellence Awards Competition has been renamed to honor the late Judy Leo-

nard, a well - known and long -standing member of NVMTA.  The Judy Leonard Memorial Student 
Excellence Scholarship Competition now requires scholarship winners to submit a letter detail-

ing repertoire and general musical progress.  

 NVMTA teachers whose students may be interested in participating in this event should 

inform families of the following:   

1.  To qualify for the event the annual cost of a 60 -minute lesson must exceed the parents' ad-

justed gross income by 5%.   MusicLink students are automatically eligible.  Extraordinary ex-
penses (i.e. medical expenses -  NOT family vacations) or catastrophic events (i.e. loss of job) 

may allow a student to qualify even if the family's income exceeds the basic qualifying limit.  

2.  Applicants should send  the Parents' Form, Financial Application and requested financial 

documents directly to the chair.  All documents are strictly confidential and for competition use 
only.    Any discussion among committee members precludes disclosing the names of students, 
parents, or teachers nor will any information on the application will be shared with applicants' 

teachers.  

 Unlike all other NVMTA events, parents are encouraged to contact the chair for questions 

or information.   For more information please contact Julie An at (703) 566 -5309 or 
julee_an@yahoo.com . 

Presidentôs Message 

 I would like to take this opportunity to address some concerns that I know many of you 

have regarding NVMTA and NFMC.      

You will recall that last April I brought forth a proposal to disaffiliate with NFMC upon learning 

that NVMTA has no authority in issues regarding NFMC events.   That proposal did not pass.    I 
would like to make it very clear that, despite my proposal last spring, I am not interested in 

seeking disaffiliation with NFMC and splitting up the organization in the process.   While it is true 
that it bothers me that the president of NVMTA has no authority over any issues concerning the 
Federation, I feel that a fight between the two camps within the club would be an enormous 

mistake, and ultimately injurious to the overall health of NVTMA, regardless of the outcome.     

 I have had fruitful meetings with people on both sides of this issue, and I appreciate the 

honest and frank discussions that have taken place during these meetings.   Clearly, there are 
issues that need to be addressed in an attempt to get some sort of resolution.   While we obvi-

ously cannot come to a resolution that is satisfactory to everyone, efforts are underway to get 

beyond this and move forward with the important work that NVMTA has always done.    

 As the leadership of NVTMA works towards a goal of resolution, it is of utmost impor-
tance to me as your President, that each of you knows that I am not interested in seeking dis-
affiliation with NFMC.  In fact, quite the opposite, and I hope that next month Iôll be able to re-

port significant progress towards reconciling the our differences. Itôs time for us to put this is-
sue behind us and move on with our real work ðeducating our students in the wonderful art of 

music.     

Jim Litzelman , President  
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Following the earthquake in Haiti, Dr. Marjorie Lee, a pianist and an independent piano 
teacher in Vienna, Va., felt compelled to help those who had survived the disaster.  She 

thought of an innovative idea: from January 23 rd  to the 29 th , each of her students would 

find a sponsor.  For each hour practiced at the piano during that week the sponsor would 
contribute one dollar. The children brought their earned money to Dr. Lee and she made 

a donation on their behalf to the United Nationôs Children Fund. Their contribution was 
earmarked to aid children in the Haitian disaster zone.  

Dr. Lee believes resolutely in the power of music: ñI have continuously felt that those of 

us engaged in music and art have a special ability to help others. I feel that I should also 
let children understand that their musical studies are not merely for them but also for 

helping others.  Everybody felt extremely excited about this suggestion. Plus, we sent 
the idea out to other music teachers, and they responded that they would use it.ò 

Since the Haitian earthquake, many organizations and charities have made large dona-
tions to the country.  However, many ordinary people have made small contributions as 

well.   One dollar per each hour practiced may not sound like a large sum of money, but 
Dr. Lee has several dozen students.  Across the nation many other private music studios 

are making their own contributions.  Every little bit counts, and collectively it all adds up 
to a sizable donation. Just as importantly, this sort of grass - roots fundraising teaches 

young students philanthropic spirit.  

  

In the Washington DC suburb of 

Vienna, Virginia, Dr. Marjorie Lee 
gives a lesson to Ashley Zhang, a 

six year old piano student.  

Piano Students Undertake 

Practice - a- thon to Raise 

Funds for Haitian Children  

Piano Concerto Competition Rescheduled  

Due to the recent unusual weather conditions in the area, the Piano Concerto Competition 

originally scheduled for February 6 and 7th, has been rescheduled to Saturday and Sun-
day, February 13 and 14th.  Many thanks to all those who worked tirelessly to accommo-

date the schedules of the players, their families, the judges, teachers and collaborative pi-
anists.  
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Young Soloists Recital, February 14, 2010, 3:00 p.m.  

 
Niki Hua, 15, studies piano with Nancy OôNeill Breth; the piano-violin duo 

of Kimberly Hou, 15, a student of Marjorie Lee, and Anna -Luisa Mirto, 
16, a student of Natalia Yampolsky; and Max Hou, 13, is a piano student 

of Marjorie Lee.  

 

 

 

Young Soloists Recital, February 28, 2010, 3:00 p.m.  
 

Emma Sophie Moore, 10, violin; Elena Anne Olshin, 13, flute; Aleto String Trio  

 

Pro Musica Washington, February 21, 2010, 3:00 p.m.  
 

Four distinguished musicians team up for a program of ensemble music that will delight all lov-
ers of chamber music. Violinist Hidetaro Suzuki, pianist Zeyda Ruga Suzuki, violist Sheldon 

Lampert, and cellist Robert Newkirk, will play a program that includes Beethovenôs Kreutzer 

Sonata and quartets by Mozart and Brahms.  

Free Fairfax Symphony Concert  

The Fairfax Symphony invites NVMTA teachers and 

students to attend a  FREE concert and masterclass 
with pianist, Alon Goldstein!  

Alon Goldstein will perform the East Coast Premiere 
of Avner Dormanôs piano concerto, Lost Souls , on Saturday, March 13, 2010, at 8:00 

p.m. at George Mason Universityôs Center for the Arts.  The composer will be in atten-
dance.  

Mr. Goldstein presents a masterclass on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 from 4:00 ï 6:00 

p.m., at  Old Town Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030. For more informa-
tion go to www.fairfaxsymphony.org  or call Tara Nadel at  (703) 563 -1990.  
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Virginia Chamber Orchestra Concert  

The all professional Virginia Chamber Orchestra presents 

ñCelebrate Women in the Arts! conducted by Emil de Cou. Per-
formers include Marissa Regni, violin soloist, Claudia Emerson, 

Virginiaôs Poet Laureate, reading accompanying sonnets and the   
Cantate Chamber Singers conducted by Gisele Becker. The con-

cert takes place on Sunday, March 14th, at 4:00 P.M. at the 
Ernst Community Cultural Center at the Northern Virginia Com-

munity College, Annandale Campus,  8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale, Virginia 
22003.  Students free.  Tickets available for purchase at 

www.virginiachamberorchestra.org , at the door, or by phone at 703 -758 -0179.  For 
more information, contact Barbara Gholz at 703 -354 -4555.  

 The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra presents an All -Beethoven  Valentineôs Day pro-

gram on  Sunday, February 14, 2010 at 3pm at Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 

N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.  Pianist Yuliya Gorenman performs  the Beethoven Piano 
Concerto No. 4 .   SPECIAL $5/person PACKAGE FOR NVMTA members, their stu-

dents and families with keyboard view and post -  concert Q& A with Ms. Gorenman .  
RSVP requested by February 10, 2010 ; request NVMTA special. For more information 

go to WWW.ALEXSYM.ORG  or contact Cassie Matthews at 703 -548 -0885.  

 

The Marquis Ensemble  

The Marquis Ensemble members Jean -Francois Bes-

cond, clarinet, Igor Zubkovsky, cello and Diane Win-
ter Pyles, piano, presented four concerts in France.   

In January they performed at the American Cathedral 
and at two cultural exchange organizations ð France -

Ameriques and La Fondation des Etas Unis/Cite Uni-
versitaire.  They also played in the small town of 

Beauvais, north of Paris, and in Frederick, Maryland 
in early February.   The programs included works of 

Glinka, d'Indy, Brahms, Saint -Saens and Haydn.    


